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Weston Creek Juniors & Rooball Team and Grade Selection Policy 2007
INTRODUCTION

Weston Creek Juniors (WCJ) recognise that junior and rooball players have both a broad variety of motives to play soccer and possess a different level of talent dependent on background, experience, age and many other factors. WCJ considers these factors when grading players and forming teams. However, the primary driver for WCJ in this process is the development of players in concert with their overall playing ability, which comprises skill level, fitness and attitude. Consequently, the aim of this policy is to outline the process, structure, administration and other details WCJ uses when organising (U6-U9) and U10 and above teams.

AIM OF THE POLICY

The aim of this policy is to outline the basis upon which players are organised into WCJ teams.

DEFINITIONS

· Playing Ability. This is the overall ability of the player based on skill level, fitness and attitude.

· Selection Committee. This is a group of arbiters with the experience, qualifications and ability to grade and select players in a given age group. The WCJ committee selects and authorises this group to conduct the selection process for junior players within WC. Typically, this group comprises at least three people who must attend all grading and selection days. Any member of the committee related to a player under consideration for grading will declare their interest and excuse themselves from any decision relating to that player. 

· Age Group Coordinator/Registrar. The person appointed by WCJ to supervise the coordination of teams within the specified age group.

PLAYER AND PARENT RESPONSIBILITIES

All players must be registered before attendance at the grading and selection days. Players must also conform to FIFA rules for dress and ensure appropriate footwear and shinpads are worn. 

Players cannot be selected for teams for which they are ineligible. Players may be selected for older age groups dependent on playing ability and maturity, at the discretion of the club.

THE SELECTION PROCESS

Categories

The selection process differs according to the age of the player. WCJ acknowledges that U6-U9 places an emphasis on friendship groups and accommodates this within the process. However, progress to U10 and above level requires WCJ to match playing ability to a grade. This is particularly beneficial for the players as they will encounter players of similar ability in their matches against other clubs. Friendship groups at this level are still catered for; however, where there is a selection conflict between divisions the friendship group moves to the lower division. 

	Age Group
	Selector(s)
	Basis for Selection
	Appeal

	U6-U9

	Registrar
	Friendship Groups

Previous Years Team

School Groups

Geography
	WCJ committee in writing


	U10 – U18
	Selection Committee
	Grading Days

Playing Ability
	WCJ committee in writing


Format

Once appointed by the WCJ Committee, the selection committee collects the list of registered players from the Registrar before grading day. The selection committee studies the experience and playing ability of the prospective player and consults with previous coaches, parents and other people the selection committee feel are appropriate to provide input on the playing ability of the prospective player. 

By the time of the first official grading day, the selection committee must be able to broadly divide prospective players into appropriate skill levels for trials.

The selection committee is also responsible for liaising with the Property Officer to ensure sufficient equipment is available for the conduct of the trials. This equipment may include but is not limited to soccer balls, nets, bibs, cones and small goals.

The selection committee should also provide appropriate First Aid equipment during the time of their trials and at least one member of the selection committee should have a mobile phone to contact health professionals in an emergency.

The format for the grading day(s) is as follows:

	Time
	Event
	Who
	Remarks

	30 mins before start of grading
	Set up for grading
	Selection Committee
	Liaise with Property Officer

	30 mins before start of grading
	Roll Call
	Selection Committee
	Each player labelled as per the allotted number

	Grading Time
	Divide players into broad categories
	Selection Committee
	

	First 5 minutes
	General Warm Up
	Selection Committee
	Or person appointed by Selection Committee

	Next 20 mins
	Skills & Drills
	Selection Committee
	As above

	Next 25 mins
	Trial Match
	Selection Committee
	As above

	Last 10 mins
	Warm Down
	Selection Committee
	As above

	Post Grading
	Announce Teams of 13-15
	Selection Committee
	


The timings above are considered the minimum necessary for the selection committee to grade players. Moreover, WCJ conducts a minimum of two separate grading sessions on successive weekends before the season starts to provide prospective players the maximum opportunity to display their playing ability. This format remains consistent throughout WCJ. Clearly, the first cut is announced at the end of the second session.

Squad Announcement

At this first cut for squad announcement for that age group, the selection committee should be prepared to discuss with players the reason for their selection in a particular grade. Players offered a place in a higher grade who prefer to play in a lower division should advise the selection committee no later than 3 days after the squad announcement. The committee must adjust teams accordingly. Where there is insufficient numbers to form a team, the committee should consider passing players to higher age groups again based on playing ability and also, if necessary, referring players to another club within their region. 

Post Grading Day

Grading days provide a preliminary allocation of players to teams to initiate training and meet deadlines for the submission of teams for Capital Football. Thus, the selection committee, in conjunction with coaches, continue to monitor players during pre-season training and through the first three matches of the season to ensure they have been allocated to the division appropriate to their playing ability. 

The selection committee has the final decision on the movement of players between divisions before the third match of the season. This is because after this time players can only move to a higher division. 

Appeals

Players may appeal a selection committee decision if they can substantiate their claim. Appeals should be directed to the appropriate arbiter as listed in the table on page 2.

Players missing Grading Days

Prospective players often miss grading days due to commitments to other sports, activities, injury, and ineligibility due to registration difficulties. Any player missing grading via the grading day process should be allocated to the lowest division within that age group for trial purposes. The selection committee must then attend the prospective players first two sessions and assess the appropriate level for the player. 

For players that register after the first three matches of the season, this process remains the same. In this way, a talented player will quickly move to a level commensurate with their playing ability at no disadvantage to current players and pending vacancies within that division.

CONCLUSION

The WCJ grading policy identifies the skill level of players within an age group and places them at a level commensurate with their ability to ensure that they gain the maximum enjoyment and overall development. WCJ will not force players to play in particular teams or divisions. After all, enjoyment of the game is important whatever the aspirations of players. 

The full support of coaches, managers and parents are of major importance in helping the Club meet these objectives.

 
 
 
 
 
